
CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER AUTHORITY RE: STUDIES, RESEARCH, NEW
ELECTION METHODS

Newfoundland and
Labrador

Not specified.

Prince Edward
Island

Not specified.

Nova Scotia SNS 2011, c5 s21: (4) As directed by a resolution supported by a
majority vote of the House of Assembly, the Chief Electoral Officer may
carry out studies, including studies respecting

a) the voting procedure;
b) voting by persons with disabilities; and
c) improvements in electoral finance under Part II of this Act.

(5) The Chief Electoral Officer’s studies pursuant to subsection (4) may
be conducted by doing one or more of the following: (a) causing surveys
and research to be carried out and reports to be written; (b) establishing
advisory committees; and (c) holding conferences.

● 21 (6) The results of a study pursuant to subsection (4) must be
made public.

SNS 2011, c5 s357: (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act
or the regulations, when requested to do so by a resolution by a majority
vote of the House of Assembly or with the unanimous approval of a
motion of the Election Commission, the Chief Electoral Officer may
direct the use at a by-election, or in up to one third of the total electoral
districts at a general election, of a process, procedure, equipment or
technology that is different from that required by this Act if the
procedure, equipment or technology relates to any of the following: (a)
voting; (b) elector registration; (c) the form of ballot; (d) the list of
electors; (e) polling divisions; (f) polling stations; (g) counting of votes;
(h) the manner of reporting, filing, disclosing, recording and publishing
information and receiving payment; (i) the adaptation of voting
procedures to enable electors with disabilities to vote without
assistance; (j) electoral finance.

(2) The Chief Electoral Officer may initiate a directive under subsection
(1) (a) on the advice of the Election Commission; or (b) on the Chief
Electoral Officer’s own initiative if, in the opinion of the Chief Electoral
Officer, it will enhance access, efficiency or the integrity of the vote or
improve the electoral finance regime.

(4) An election must not be held in accordance with a directive under
this Section unless the Chief Electoral Officer has (a) provided a copy of
the directive to each registered party; and (b) published the directive on



the Elections Nova Scotia website, at least sixty days before the writ is
issued for the by-election or general election.

(5) A by-election or an election in one or more districts of a general
election held in accordance with a directive under this Section is not
invalidated by a failure to comply with this Act if the non-compliance is
authorized by the directive.

New Brunswick RSNB 1973, c E-3 s5.1: (1) Despite any provision of this Act or the
regulations, the Chief Electoral Officer may direct the use at a
by-election of a procedure, equipment or technology that is different
from that required by this Act or the regulations if the procedure,
equipment or technology relates to any of the following: (a) voting; (b)
the counting of votes; (c) prescribed forms, including the form of ballot
papers; (d) the list of electors; (e) the duties of election officers; (f)
polling divisions; (g) polling stations; or (h) the adaptation of voting
procedures to enable electors with disabilities to vote without
assistance.

(1.1) A directive may only be issued under subsection (1) if it has been
approved by the advisory committee.

(2) A directive of the Chief Electoral Officer under subsection (1) shall
describe in detail the procedure, equipment or technology to be used
and shall refer to the provisions of this Act or the regulations that will be
varied for or will not apply to the by-election.

(5) Within 4 months after polling day for a byelection held in accordance
with a directive under this section, the Chief Electoral Officer shall
submit a report to the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly that includes
the following:

(a) information on the procedure, equipment or technology used in
accordance with the directive and its effectiveness; and

(b) recommendations with respect to amendments to this Act or the
regulations which are required for the purpose of adopting the
procedure, equipment or technology used in accordance with the
directive.

Quebec CQLR c E-3.3 s485: After having sought the advice of the advisory
committee, he may also carry out any other research he considers
advisable.

CQLR c E-3.3 s487: Shall inquire into the legality of expenditures
incurred by an authorized entity, and election contributions and
expenses.

CQLR c E-3.3 s489: May recommend to the leaders of the authorized
parties represented in the National Assembly the use of alternative
voting procedures, new polling formalities or new rules concerning the



counting and addition of votes in a by-election or a general election, in
the latter case for all or only some of the electoral divisions.

● The recommendation must specify the electoral divisions
concerned. It must describe all the new measures proposed,
stating the advantages and disadvantages of each and
mentioning the provisions of this Act that the new measures
replace.

● If the recommendation is accepted by the leaders of the parties,
it must be recorded in an agreement signed by them and the
Chief Electoral Officer, which has force of law for the election
concerned.

CQLR c E-3.3 s489.1: May, if circumstances so require, in particular
because of the area covered by the electoral division or because some
electors live a great distance away, adapt the provisions concerning the
enumeration of electors, the revision process, the filing of nomination
papers, the advance poll, the establishment of an identity verification
panel, the polling procedure or the counting of the votes.

CQLR c E-3.3 s490.1: May carry out inspections to verify compliance
with this Act or the regulations.

● The provisions of this subdivision apply, with the necessary
modifications, to inspections carried out for the purposes of
Chapters XIII and XIV of Title I of the Act respecting elections
and referendums in municipalities (chapter E-2.2), Chapter XI of
the Act respecting school elections to elect certain members of
the boards of directors of English-language school service
centres (chapter E-2.3), and the regulations concerning matters
related to those provisions.

CQLR c E-3.3 s491: May, of his own initiative or at the request of
another person, inquire into the administration of this Act or the
regulations.

● This subdivision applies, with the necessary modifications, to
inquiries made for the purposes of the Act respecting elections
and referendums in municipalities (chapter E-2.2), the Act
respecting school elections to elect certain members of the
boards of directors of English-language school service centres
(chapter E-2.3) and the regulations under those Acts.

Ontario RSO 1990, c E.6 s4.1: (1) At a by-election, the Chief Electoral Officer
may direct the use of voting equipment or alternative voting methods
that are different from what this Act requires.

Modifications to voting process
RSO 1990, c E.6 s4.4: (1) The Chief Electoral Officer may, in
consultation with registered parties, direct that the voting process
established by this Act be modified in accordance with this section.
2010, c. 7, s. 4.



Objectives
RSO 1990, c E.6 s4.4: (2) The objectives of modifications under this
section are:

1. Improving the voting process for electors.

2. Achieving administrative efficiencies.

3. Maintaining the integrity of the voting process.  2010, c. 7, s. 4.

4.4 (4) The following matters shall not be modified under this section:
1. The requirement that there be both a deputy returning officer and

a poll clerk at a polling location that includes only one polling
place.

2. The rights and duties of scrutineers.
3. The requirement that each elector place his or her ballot in the

ballot box of the elector’s polling place.

Manitoba Modifications to voting process

CCSM c E30 s28.1: (1)

Subject to subsection 28(2), the chief electoral officer may, in
consultation with the advisory committee established under section 200,
direct that the voting process established by this Act be modified in
accordance with this section.

(2)

The objectives of modifications under this section are

(a) to improve the voting process for voters;

(b) to achieve administrative efficiencies; and

(c) to maintain the integrity of the voting process.

(4) Before directing a modification to the voting process under this
section, the chief electoral officer must submit a written proposal to the
Standing Committee on Legislative Affairs describing the proposed
modification. The Standing Committee must begin considering the
proposal within 60 days after it is submitted.

(5) If the Standing Committee approves the proposal, with or without
changes, the chief electoral officer may direct that the voting process be
modified in accordance with the approval.

(6) A modification may not apply to an election called within 90 days
after approval by the Standing Committee.



(7) When modifications have been made under this section, the chief
electoral officer must include a report on the modifications in any report
the chief electoral officer makes about the conduct of the election or in
the next annual report.

Saskatchewan SS 1996, c E-6.01 s280: (1) For the purposes of administering this Act
and the regulations, the Chief Electoral Officer may make any
inspection, investigation or inquiry that the Chief Electoral Officer
considers necessary.

Alberta RSA 2000, c E-1 s4.1: (1) Where the Chief Electoral Officer wishes to
test at a by-election the use of election procedures and equipment that
are different from what this Act requires, the Chief Electoral Officer shall
submit a written proposal to the Standing Committee describing in detail
the election procedures and equipment proposed to be tested.

● 4.1(2) If the Standing Committee approves the proposal, with or
without changes, the Chief Electoral Officer may test the use of
the election procedures and equipment in accordance with the
approved proposal.

● 4.1(3) As soon as possible after the proposal is approved, the
Chief Electoral Officer shall publish the approved proposal on
the Chief Electoral Officer’s website.

● 4.1(4) A by-election held in accordance with the details provided
in the approved proposal is not invalid by reason of any
non-compliance with this Act.

4.1(5) To the extent of any conflict between the approved proposal and
this Act or a regulation under this Act, the approved proposal prevails
and has the force of law with respect to the by-election.

RSA 2000, c E-1 s4.2: (1) For the purposes of carrying out an inquiry
under this Act, the Chief Electoral Officer has all the powers of a
commissioner under the Public Inquiries Act as though the inquiry were
an inquiry under that Act.

British Columbia Not specified.

Yukon RSY 2002 c 63 s350: If it is made to appear to the chief electoral officer
that an offence under this Act has been committed, the chief electoral
officer shall (a) make any inquiries that appear necessary under the
circumstances; and (b) if it appears that proceedings for the punishment
of the offence have not been properly taken or should be taken and that
intervention would be in the public interest, assist or intervene in the
carrying on of the proceedings or cause them to be taken and incur any
expenses as may be necessary for those purposes.

Northwest
Territories

SNWT 2006 c 15 s279: (1) The Chief Electoral Officer may investigate
any matter that comes to his or her attention in respect of an act or
omission of an election officer, candidate, official agent or other person
that may constitute an offence under this Act.



(2) A person may provide a written complaint to the Chief Electoral
Officer in respect of a suspected offence under this Act within six
months after the day on which the offence is alleged to have occurred.

(3) The Chief Electoral Officer shall review a complaint provided under
subsection (2), and shall investigate it to the extent that he or she
considers warranted in the circumstances.

(3.1) If the Chief Electoral Officer decides not to investigate a complaint,
the Chief Electoral Officer shall, without delay, inform the complainant in
writing of the reasons for the decision.

SNWT 2006 c 15 s279: (4) For the purpose of conducting an
investigation, the Chief Electoral Officer may, on reasonable notice, (a)
summon any person as a witness; (b) require any person to give
evidence on oath or affirmation; and (c) require any person to produce
the documents and things that the Chief Electoral Officer considers
necessary for a full and proper investigation.

SNWT 2006 c 15 s279: (5) The Chief Electoral Officer has the same
power as is vested in a court of record in civil cases (a) to enforce the
attendance of any person as a witness; (b) to compel any person to give
evidence; and (c) to compel any person to produce any document or
thing.

SNWT 2006 c 15 s280: (1) Subject to subsection (2), the Chief Electoral
Officer shall, if the Chief Electoral Officer considers it warranted,
commence and carry on a prosecution for an offence under this Act.

● (2) A prosecution for an offence under this Act may not be
commenced more than one year after the day on which the
offence is alleged to have been committed.

SNWT 2006 c 15 s281: For the purposes of an investigation or
prosecution, the Chief Electoral Officer may engage the services of legal
counsel, investigators, experts or other persons.

SNWT 2006 c 15 s282: (1) A prosecution for an offence under this Act,
other than an offence under section 297 or 331, may only be
commenced with the prior written consent of the Chief Electoral Officer.

(2) If a prosecution for an offence under this Act is commenced by a
person other than the Chief Electoral Officer, the Chief Electoral Officer
may, if he or she considers it to be in the public interest, intervene to
assist in carrying on the prosecution.

SNWT 2006 c 15 s225: (3) The Chief Electoral Officer may, at any time,
make an application to contest an election.

Nunavut S.Nu. c17 s224.16: (1) The Chief Electoral Officer may give directions
on the operation of the polls and polling places and the procedures for



voting and counting the votes that modify or adapt any provision of this
Act or the regulations to an election under this Part.

S.Nu. c17 s225: (3) The Chief Electoral Officer may request the police
to investigate any situation that might constitute an offence under this
Act.

S.Nu. c17 s235: The Chief Electoral Officer may intervene in the
prosecution of an offence under this Act to assist the court.


