
CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER AUTHORITY RE: ELECTION RESULTS, RECOUNTS

Newfoundland and
Labrador

SNL1992 cE-3.1 s78: (1) Where only 1 candidate is nominated the
returning officer shall immediately after the close of nominations on
nomination day make his or her return to the Chief Electoral Officer in
the prescribed form declaring that the candidate is elected for the
electoral district.

SNL1992 cE-3.1 s86.7: After the close of polls on polling day, the Chief
Electoral Officer or the Special Ballot Administrator shall communicate
the results of the voting to the appropriate returning officers who shall
include them in the vote totals of the candidates for whom they were
cast.

SNL1992 cE-3.1 s156: (1) On the official addition of the votes, the
candidate who receives the largest number of votes shall be declared
elected.

(2)  The declaration made under subsection (1) shall be in writing in the
prescribed form and a copy of it shall be delivered immediately to each
candidate or his or her scrutineer if either of them is present at the
official addition of votes or, if a candidate is not present or is not
represented at the official addition of the votes, the declaration shall be
sent to the candidate immediately.

(3)  Notwithstanding subsection (1), where, on the official addition of the
votes, 10 or less votes separate the candidate with the largest number
of votes from the candidate with the next largest number, the Chief
Electoral Officer shall within 7 days apply to a judge for a recount in
accordance with section 165.

SNL1992 cE-3.1 s163. (1) The returning officer, 12 clear days following
the date upon which he or she has completed the official addition of the
votes, unless before that time the returning officer has received notice
that he or she is required to appear before a judge for the purpose of a
recount, and if there has been a recount, then immediately afterward,
shall send, in the manner directed by the Chief Electoral Officer to the
Chief Electoral Officer,
(a)  a copy of the declaration of election referred to in subsection 156(2);
(b)  the writ of election, with his or her return in the prescribed form
endorsed on it that the candidate entitled to be elected is declared to be
elected;
(c)  a report of his or her proceedings, in the form directed by the Chief
Electoral Officer containing those observations that the returning officer
thinks proper respecting the state of the election papers received from
his or her deputy returning officers, together with his or her record book
and his or her recapitulation sheets showing, in respect of each polling



station, the number of votes cast for each candidate, the number of
rejected ballots and the number of cancelled ballots;
(d)  the official statements of the poll from which the official addition of
the votes was made; and
(e)  the nomination papers of each candidate together with the affidavits
of attestation of the nomination.

(2)  The returning officer shall also send all the documents sealed in the
ballot boxes as provided for by section 155, including the poll book and
the ballots unused, cancelled, rejected and counted for each candidate
and the stubs of used ballots, still intact in the sealed ballot boxes,
together with all other ballot boxes in his or her custody to and in the
manner directed by the Chief Electoral Officer.

(3)  The Chief Electoral Officer shall
(a)  on receiving the return of a member elected to serve in the House of
Assembly, enter it, in alphabetical order in a book to be kept for that
purpose; and
(b)  give notice, when the Chief Electoral Officer considers it appropriate
to do so, in an ordinary or special edition of the Gazette of the names of
the candidates elected.

(4)  Where the Chief Electoral Officer is satisfied that a deposit taken in
relation to the candidacy of a person should be returned, the Chief
Electoral Officer shall return it.

SNL1992 cE-3.1 s165. (1) Where,

(a)  upon an application of a candidate or elector made within 10 days
after that on which the returning officer has made the addition of the
votes for the purpose of declaring a candidate elected, it is made to
appear by affidavit to a judge that

(i)  a deputy returning officer has, in counting the votes,

(A)  improperly counted a ballot,

(B)  improperly rejected a ballot, or

(C)  made an incorrect statement of the number of ballots cast for a
candidate, or

(ii)  the returning officer has improperly added up the votes; or

(b)  an application is made by the Chief Electoral Officer under
subsection 156(3) or section 157,

the judge shall appoint a time and place to recount or finally to add up
the votes cast at the election.



SNL1992 cE-3.1 s176. (1) The judge shall, within 2 days after the
recount or final addition, certify the result to the returning officer who
shall then immediately declare to be elected the candidate having the
greatest number of votes.

CEO is primary certification authority

Prince Edward
Island

RSPEI 1988, c E-1.1 s46: If, on nomination day, there shall be officially
nominated only one candidate for election, the returning officer at the
time limited for close of nominations shall declare and proclaim such
candidate duly elected, and shall make due return thereof to the Chief
Electoral Officer in Form 1.

RSPEI 1988, c E-1.1 s79: After counting the votes, a deputy returning
officer shall:
(i) after the hour fixed for the closing of the polls, declare the result of
the poll.

RSPEI 1988, c E-1.1 s86: (2) At such hour on polling day as the Chief
Electoral Officer may direct, the deputy returning officer, his or her poll
clerk and one agent representing each political party or independent
candidate shall attend at the office of the returning officer, and the
deputy returning officer shall
(e) after the hour fixed for the closing of the polls, declare the result of
the advance poll.

RSPEI 1988, c E-1.1 s90: At the conclusion of the official addition of the
votes which shall be completed not later than Monday, the 14th day
after ordinary polling day, a returning officer shall
(a) complete the recapitulation sheet in the prescribed form for his or
her electoral district;
(b) transmit, by personal delivery or registered mail, a copy of the
recapitulation sheet
(i) to each candidate concerned,
(ii) to the Chief Electoral Officer;
(c) retain one copy for his or her own records;
(d) if a statement of the poll was not obtained for a polling station,
transmit to the Chief Electoral Officer a statement of how he or she
ascertained the number of votes cast for each candidate at that polling
station; and
(e) transmit to the Chief Electoral Officer the accounts relating to the
administration of the conduct of the polls in his or her electoral district in
the manner required by the Chief Electoral Officer.

RSPEI 1988, c E-1.1 s91: (1) Within 4 days after the day on which the
returning officer has completed and distributed the recapitulation sheet
under section 90, any candidate may apply to the Chief Judge of the
provincial court for a recount of all the ballots cast in the electoral district
by filing a petition with the judge, and depositing with the Chief Judge
the sum of $200 in legal tender, or a money order or a certified cheque



made payable to the Minister of Finance, as security for the costs of the
recount.

RSPEI 1988, c E-1.1 s100: The judge shall forthwith certify the result of
the recount and final addition to the returning officer, who shall then
declare to be elected the candidate having the highest number of votes.

RSPEI 1988, c E-1.1 s110: The returning officer shall, subject to section
111, immediately after the 8th day after the final addition or the
ascertainment by him or her of the number of votes given for each
candidate, unless before that time, he or she receives notice that he or
she is required to attend before a
judge for the purposes of a recount and final addition by that judge of
the votes given at the election, and where there has been a recount and
final addition by the judge, immediately thereafter, transmit in Form 1,
his or her return to the Chief Electoral Officer that the candidate having
the largest number of votes in each electoral district has been duly
elected.

RSPEI 1988, c E-1.1 s111: The returning officer shall, after the receipt of
notice from the judge that a recount and final addition will be conducted
in any electoral district, delay transmitting his or her return for that
district to the Chief Electoral Officer in so far as the return is affected by
the recount until he or she receives a certificate from the judge of the
result of the recount and final addition and, upon receipt of that
certificate he or she shall then make his or her return for that district.

RSPEI 1988, c E-1.1 s113: The Chief Electoral Officer shall, on
receiving the return of any member elected to serve in the Legislative
Assembly, immediately give notice in the Gazette of the name of the
candidate so elected.

Returning officers are primary certification authority.

Nova Scotia SNS 2011, c5 s72A: (2) Where a candidate withdraws after the close of
nominations,
and
(a) only one candidate remains, the returning officer shall
close the election and declare the remaining candidate to be duly
elected and shall make a return to the Chief Electoral Officer as
provided by Section 77;

SNS 2011, c5 s77: Where only one candidate, or only the number of
candidates authorized by law to be elected to represent the electoral
district, are officially nominated
in the electoral district at the close of nominations, the returning officer
shall
(a) declare the candidate or candidates duly elected by completing the
return in the prescribed form on the writ; and
(b) comply with Section 160.



SNS 2011, c5 s148: (2) At the completion of the official addition of the
votes the
returning officer shall
(a) complete the statement of official results in the prescribed form;
(b) transmit to the Chief Electoral Officer as instructed by
the Chief Electoral Officer by the Chief Electoral Officer
(i) a copy of the statement of official results, and
(ii) where a statement of a poll was not obtained for
a polling station, a statement of how the returning officer
ascertained the number of votes cast for each candidate at that
polling station; and
(c) transmit, to each candidate or the candidate’s official
agent, a copy of the statement of official results

SNS 2011, c5 s149: (1) Within four days after the day on which the
returning officer
has completed and distributed the statement of official results pursuant
to Section 148, any candidate or official agent of a candidate may, for
the purpose of challenging the election of a candidate, apply to a judge
of the Supreme Court of Nova
Scotia for a recount of all the ballots cast in the electoral district by
(a) filing an application in the prescribed form with the
prothonotary of the Supreme Court;
(aa) specifying on the application as the justification for the
recount
(i) that a deputy returning officer improperly
counted any ballot or improperly rejected any ballot or made
an incorrect statement of the number of ballots cast for any
candidate,
(ii) that the returning officer improperly tabulated
the votes, or
(iii) such other grounds as may justify a recount;
(ab) providing the Chief Electoral Officer with a copy of
the application; and
(b) depositing with the prothonotary the sum of one hundred dollars in
legal tender or a certified cheque or money order for
that amount made payable to the Minister of Finance and Treasury
Board as security for the cost of the recount.
(1A) Where an application is made under subsection (1), the Chief
Electoral Officer may submit a written response to the application to the
judge for
the judge’s consideration within twenty-four hours of notification of the
application.
(2) Where the judge is satisfied that the application is reasonable,
then within two days after the application for a recount has been filed,
(a) the judge shall by order appoint a date, time and place
for the recount; and
(b) the prothonotary of the Supreme Court shall notify the
individual filing the application of the date, time and place at which



the recount is to be conducted.
(2A) Where the judge is not satisfied that the application is reasonable,
the judge shall dismiss the application.
(3) The recount must be held within eight days of the filing of the
application for the recount.

SNS 2011, c5 s153: At the conclusion of a recount and in the presence
of those in attendance, the judge shall
(a) ensure that the ballots are sealed in the same manner as they
are at the close of polls on election day and all election documents are
secured;
(b) add the number of votes cast for each candidate as ascertained
on the recount;
(c) certify the result of the recount on the statement of official
results in duplicate; and
(d) transmit
(i) the statement of official results in duplicate to the
returning officer, and
(ii) a copy of the statement of official results to each candidate, or the
candidate’s authorized agent, and the Chief Electoral
Officer.

SNS 2011, c5 s156: (1) The individuals entitled to be present at an
appeal of a judicial recount are the same as those entitled to be present
at the judicial recount, and other individuals may only be present if
permitted by the Court of Appeal. (2) On the hearing of the appeal, the
ballots that are the subject of the appeal must be recounted according
to the procedures established under Section 152 and the recount must
be supervised by the Court of Appeal.
(3) At the conclusion of the appeal, the Court of Appeal shall
declare the results of the election in accordance with its recount
decision and must
issue to the candidates, the returning officer and the Chief Electoral
Officer a certificate of those results.

SNS 2011, c5 s159: (1) Subject to subsection (2) and where a poll is
held, the returning officer for each electoral district shall
(a) where there is no recount on the eighth, ninth or tenth
day following election day or where the official addition has been
conducted in accordance with Section 146, not later than the fourteenth
day after election day; or
(b) where there has been a recount, upon receipt of the
statement of official results in duplicate from the judge pursuant to
Section 153, declare elected the candidate for the electoral district,
having the largest number of votes, by completing the return on the writ
in the prescribed form.

160: Upon completing the return on a writ, the returning officer shall
(a) cause to be delivered to the Chief Electoral Officer
(i) the writ certified by the returning officer indicating



which candidate or candidates, where more than one candidate is to
be elected for the electoral district, has been elected

Returning officers are primary certification authority.

New Brunswick RSNB 1973, c E-3 s54: (3) If, after the withdrawal, there remains but
one candidate, the returning officer shall return as duly elected the
candidate so remaining, without waiting for the day fixed for holding the
poll.

RSNB 1973, c E-3 s56: When only one candidate has been nominated
within the time fixed for that purpose, the returning officer shall forthwith
make his return to the Chief Electoral Officer in the form prescribed by
regulation that such candidate is duly elected for the electoral district
and shall, within forty-eight hours, send a duplicate or certified copy of
such return to the person elected.

RSNB 1973, c E-3 s92.1: (1) On the day fixed for candidates to be
declared elected, in the presence of an election clerk and of those
candidates or their representatives who are present, the returning officer
shall do the following:
(a) from the poll materials received from the polling stations, determine
the total number of votes given for each candidate and determine any
question submitted to plebiscite; and
(b) declare the candidate having the greatest number of votes to be
elected and declare the result of any plebiscite.

(2) The returning officer shall do the following with respect to a
declaration under subsection (1):
(a) make the declaration in the prescribed form; and
(b) immediately deliver or mail to each candidate and to the Chief
Electoral Officer a copy of the declaration.

(3) If, on determining the total number of votes given for each candidate,
an equality of votes is found to exist between any 2 or more candidates
and an additional vote would entitle one of those candidates to be
declared elected, the returning officer shall cast the deciding vote.

(4) After a candidate has been declared elected, the statements of votes
cast, the recapitulation sheets and all other election documents and
materials shall be prepared for delivery to the Chief Electoral Officer in
accordance with the procedures prescribed by the Chief Electoral
Officer.

RSNB 1973, c E-3 s94: (1) Within 4 days after the returning officer has
declared a candidate elected, an elector of the electoral district may
apply for a recount to a judge of The Court of Queen’s Bench of New
Brunswick for the judicial district within which the electoral district is
situated.



(2)When an application is made under this section on the grounds of the
closeness of the vote, the judge shall fix a time and a place for the
recount, without requiring security for costs, if the report of the returning
officer discloses that there is a difference of not more than 25 votes
between the number of votes cast for the candidate declared elected
and another candidate.

RSNB 1973, c E-3 s94.2: (7) At the conclusion of a recount, the judge
shall do the following:
(a) seal all the ballots, ballot papers and statements of votes cast in
separate packages;
(b) add the number of votes cast for each candidate as ascertained at
the recount; and
(c) immediately certify in writing, in the prescribed form, the result of the
recount to the returning officer.

(8) On receiving a certificate under paragraph (7)(c), the returning officer
shall declare elected the candidate who has obtained the greatest
number of votes and shall complete the return of the writ in accordance
with subsection 96(1).

RSNB 1973, c E-3 s96: (1)On or before the eleventh day following
ordinary polling day, the returning officer shall do the following:
(a) complete the return of the writ on the prescribed form; and
(b) in accordance with the instructions of the Chief Electoral Officer,
deliver the return of the writ and all documents and materials related to
the election to the Chief Electoral Officer.

(2) If a recount has been ordered, the duties of the returning officer
under subsection (1) shall be executed on the day following the
completion of the recount.

(3) The returning officer shall forward to each of the candidates a copy
of the return of the writ.

(4) On receiving the return of a writ, the Chief Electoral Officer shall
publish in the next issue of The Royal Gazette a notice of the return and
the name of the elected candidate.

(5) On receiving all of the returns of the writs for an election, the Chief
Electoral Officer shall deliver a summary of the returns to the Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly, who shall lay the summary before the
Legislative Assembly at the next session after the election.

RSNB 1973, c E-3 s129: (11) The returning officer in each electoral
district shall certify to the Chief Electoral Officer the total number of
affirmative and negative votes given in answer to a question and the
Chief Electoral Officer shall publish in The Royal Gazette a notice giving
the number of such votes cast in each electoral district.



Returning officers are primary certification authority.

Quebec CQLR c E-3.3 s258: If the candidate withdraws after the publication of
the notice of a poll and there remains but one candidate, the returning
officer shall declare the latter candidate elected and immediately inform
the Chief Electoral Officer.

CQLR c E-3.3 s370.11: [After polls close,] The deputy returning officer
seals the ballot box, and the deputy returning officer, the poll clerk and
the representatives who wish to do so initial the seals.

The deputy returning officer then gives the ballot box and the statement
of votes to the Chief Electoral Officer or the person designated by the
Chief Electoral Officer.

CQLR c E-3.3 s370.12: The Chief Electoral Officer immediately
communicates the poll results to each returning officer concerned and
sends the latter a copy of the corresponding statement of votes.

CQLR c E-3.3 s372: The returning officer shall proceed to the addition
of the votes by using the statements of votes contained in the ballot
boxes and compiling the votes cast in favour of each candidate in each
polling subdivision of the electoral division.

He shall also use the copy of the statement of votes referred to in
section 370.12 if he has received it at the time of the addition or, failing
that, he shall use the results communicated in accordance with that
section.

CQLR c E-3.3 s375: The returning officer shall declare elected the
candidate who, when the addition is completed, has received the
greatest number of votes. He may then communicate the results of the
addition to any person requesting them.

CQLR c E-3.3 s377. If no application for a judicial recount of the votes is
filed within the time prescribed, the returning officer shall declare elected
the candidate who has received the greatest number of votes. The
returning officer shall send a copy of the declaration to each candidate.

The returning officer shall without delay transmit to the Chief Electoral
Officer the declaration of election and the result of the addition of the
votes.

CQLR c E-3.3 s380: After transmitting a list of the candidates declared
elected to the Secretary General of the National Assembly, the Chief
Electoral Officer shall, as soon as possible, publish a notice in the
Gazette officielle du Québec indicating the surname and given name of
each elected candidate, his political affiliation, the name of his electoral
division and the date of receipt of the list by the Secretary General.



The candidate declared elected shall become a Member of the National
Assembly from the receipt, by the Secretary General of the National
Assembly, of the list of the candidates declared elected.

CQLR c E-3.3 s381. The Chief Electoral Officer shall, as soon as
possible after the election, publish a detailed return of the election,
containing, in particular, the results for each electoral precinct, and also
indicating the results of each polling subdivision.

He shall transmit the return to the Secretary General of the National
Assembly.

CQLR c E-3.3 s382. Any person may apply for a judicial recount of the
votes if he has reasonable grounds to believe that a deputy returning
officer or the returning officer has unlawfully counted or rejected ballot
papers or has drawn up an incorrect statement of votes.

CQLR c E-3.3 s385. The application must be presented within four days
after the addition of the votes.

CQLR c E-3.3 s392. Upon the conclusion of the recount, the judge shall
compile the votes cast in favour of each candidate, verify or rectify any
statement of votes and certify the results of the poll.

The judge shall return the ballot boxes to the returning officer and all the
other documents used for the recount to the Chief Electoral Officer.

CQLR c E-3.3 s393. The returning officer shall thereupon declare
elected the candidate who received the greatest number of votes and
section 377 applies, adapted as required.

Returning officers are primary certification authority.

Ontario RSO 1990, c E.6 s28: If, at the close of nominations, only one candidate
has filed a nomination paper, the returning officer shall close the
election and declare such candidate to be duly elected and shall make
his or her return to the Chief Electoral Officer as provided by section 81.

RSO 1990, c E.6 s30: (2) In the case of a candidate withdrawing after
the close of nominations,

(a) if there remains but one candidate, the returning officer shall close
the election and declare the remaining candidate to be duly elected and
shall make his or her return to the Chief Electoral Officer as provided by
section 81.

RSO 1990, c E.6 s45.10: (4) The special ballot officers in the office of
the Chief Electoral Officer are responsible for counting the special
ballots that are received by the Chief Electoral Officer and shall
communicate the results to the appropriate returning officers.



RSO 1990, c E.6 s60: The deputy returning officer shall complete a
prescribed certificate of the number of ballots cast for each candidate
and of the number of rejected and unmarked ballots and shall provide a
copy of the certificate for each candidate to the scrutineer present and
in the case where no candidate or scrutineer is present the certificates
shall be forwarded to the returning officer in the poll return envelope.

RSO 1990, c E.6 s67: (1) At the close of the official tabulation, or
hearings in the case of missing envelopes or statements, the returning
officer shall forthwith declare to be elected the candidate having the
largest number of votes.

RSO 1990, c E.6 s71: (1) For the purpose of determining the candidate
who obtained the highest number of votes and within the four days,
Sunday being excluded, following the official tabulation made by the
returning officer, a judge may appoint a time and place to recount the
votes cast at the election in the electoral district upon the application of
a candidate or elector if it is made to appear by affidavit that,

(a) a deputy returning officer has improperly counted any ballot or
improperly rejected any ballot or made an incorrect statement of the
number of ballots cast for any candidate;

(b) the returning officer has improperly tabulated the votes; or

RSO 1990, c E.6 s77: (1) The judge shall certify in writing to the
returning officer the result of the recount unless, during the two days
following completion of the recount, Sunday being excluded, the judge
receives a notice of appeal as provided in section 80.

(2) Upon receipt of the judge’s certificate, the returning officer shall then
declare the candidate having the largest number of votes to be elected
but in the case of an equality of votes, the returning officer shall give the
casting vote.

RSO 1990, c E.6 s81: (1) If a candidate has been declared elected by
the returning officer as provided by section 28 or 30, or if the returning
officer has received from a judge the certificate of the result of a recount
or if by the seventh day following the completion of the official tabulation
the returning officer,

(a) has not received notice to attend before a judge for a recount; or

(b) has received notice from a judge that a recount has been refused,

the returning officer shall send by registered mail, the writ with his or her
dated and signed return to the Chief Electoral Officer that a candidate
has been elected by acclamation or that the candidate having the



largest number of votes has been duly elected and shall forward a copy
of the return to each candidate.

Returning officers are primary certification authority.

Manitoba CCSM c E30 s60: If after the close of nominations the returning officer
has confirmed the nomination of only one candidate, the returning
officer must

(a) certify on the writ of election that the candidate is elected and return
the writ to the chief electoral officer; and

(b) return any election material, including voters lists, to the chief
electoral officer.

CCSM c E30 s158: Immediately after closing the voting place, the
voting officer, assisted by the assistant voting officer, must count the
vote in full view of any candidates or scrutineers present.

CCSM c E30 s159: The voting officer must take the following steps in
counting the vote.

STEP 8: Announce the results

After determining the number of votes cast for each candidate,
announce the results to the candidates and scrutineers present.

STEP 9: Prepare a statement of the vote

Complete and sign a statement of the vote, in triplicate in the prescribed
form, setting out the number of votes cast for each candidate and the
number of the declined, rejected, discarded and spoiled ballots.

Ensure that the statement of the vote is signed by the assistant voting
officer, and allow any candidate or scrutineer present to also sign.

Attach one copy of the statement of the vote to the voting book and
retain one copy. Put the third copy in a separate envelope supplied for
the purpose and give it to the returning officer.

CCSM c E30 s161: The returning officer must take the following steps in
doing the final tally of the votes.

STEP 2: Verify and correct the totals

If the statement of the vote for any voting station does not balance with
the voting book and the totals indicated on the envelopes containing the
ballots, correct the statement of the vote after determining the correct
totals. To determine the correct totals, the returning officer may open the
envelopes containing the ballots and count the ballots.



STEP 3: Prepare statement of official results

From the statements of the vote for all voting stations and from the
results of the count of the non-resident advance vote under section 135
and institutional write-in ballots under subsection 140(4), prepare a
statement of official results for the electoral division in the prescribed
form. The statement must set out the votes counted for each candidate
at each voting station and the total number of votes cast in the electoral
division for each candidate. The statement must also set out the number
of declined and rejected ballots.

CCSM c E30 s162: (1) When the candidate with the most votes has at
least 50 votes more than the candidate with next largest number of
votes, the returning officer must declare the candidate with the most
votes to be elected.

(3) Upon declaring a candidate elected, the returning officer must give a
copy of the statement of official results to each candidate or candidate's
representative.

CCSM c E30 s165: (1) If the difference between the number of votes
cast for the candidate with the most votes and the number cast for any
other candidate is less than 50, the returning officer must immediately
apply to the court for a recount.

(2) If a recount is not required under subsection (1), any candidate or
voter in the electoral division may — for the sole purpose of declaring
elected the candidate who obtained the most votes — apply to the court
for a recount.

CCSM c E30 s167: (2) The judge must conduct the recount according to
the provisions of this Act respecting the counting of ballots. For that
purpose the judge

(a) has the powers of a voting officer in counting ballots;

(b) may examine the voting book; and

(c) must verify and correct the statement of the vote and the statement
of official results.

CCSM c E30 s169: (1) Any party may appeal a decision of the judge
who conducted the recount by giving a written notice of appeal to that
judge and the other parties within five days after the recount is
completed.

(7) The Court must certify its decision to the judge who conducted the
recount, who must then without delay deliver an original certificate of the



results to the returning officer, and a copy of the certificate to the other
parties.

CCSM c E30 s174: Upon receiving the return of the writ, the chief
electoral officer must provide the Clerk of the Assembly with the name
of the elected candidate.

Returning officers are primary certification authority.

Saskatchewan SS 1996, c E-6.01 s50: If, at the close of the nominations, only one
candidate remains in nomination, the returning officer shall immediately:
(a) declare that candidate duly elected;
(b)  give to that candidate, or, if the candidate is absent, to the
candidate’s business manager or to any person authorized in writing by
the candidate, a certificate that the candidate has been duly elected;
and
(c)  forward to the Chief Electoral Officer:
(i) the writ of election;
(ii)  a certificate in writing declaring the candidate duly elected; and
(iii) all ballot boxes, poll books and other books, forms, seals, materials,
supplies and things that have been sent to the returning officer to be
used in the election and that have not been used.

SS 1996, c E-6.01 s89: (1)  The returning officer shall keep a separate
poll book in which the returning officer or election clerk shall record, with
respect to each absentee voter:

(8)  After completing the final count, the returning officer shall:
(a) record the results of the count in the prescribed form; and
(b) mail to each candidate a statement in the prescribed form of the
ballots received from absentee voters and the distribution of the votes
amongst the candidates

SS 1996, c E-6.01 s145 (1)  At the time and place set in the election
proclamation for making the final count and after receiving all ballot
boxes, the returning officer shall do the things prescribed in this section
in the order prescribed in this section.

(5)  In an audible voice, the returning officer shall read each ballot
paper account and poll statement so that those present may compare
the particulars with their records.

(6)  The returning officer shall place each ballot paper account and poll
statement in a file.

(7)  The returning officer shall give each candidate or each candidate’s
representative an opportunity to inspect each poll book and voters’ list
used in voting.



(9)  The returning officer shall add the votes given for each candidate
as shown on the returning officer’s statement, including any votes
entered on that statement pursuant to section 146.

(10)  After completing the addition pursuant to subsection (9), the
returning officer shall declare as elected the candidate having the
largest number of votes.

(11)  The returning officer shall:
(a) seal all open ballot boxes with one of the seals prescribed by the
Chief Electoral Officer;
(b) place his or her own seal on the ballot boxes; and
(c)  permit each candidate or candidate’s representative who wishes to
do so to take note of the number of the seal.

SS 1996, c E-6.01 s147: (1)  As far as is practicable, the returning
officer shall proceed continuously with the final count.

SS 1996, c E-6.01 s148: (1)  If, on the final count,the returning officer
finds that two or more candidates, each having the largest number of
votes, have the same number of votes, the returning officer shall declare
the result to be a tie vote.

(2)  In the event that the returning office declares a result to be a tie
vote, each of the candidates having the same number of votes, or the
business managers of those candidates, is entitled to request a recount
or an addition pursuant to section 155.

SS 1996, c E-6.01 s155: (1)  If, after the final count, the margin of
victory of the candidate declared to be elected is less than the total
number of all unopened ballot envelopes, rejected ballots and ballots
objected to, any candidate or the business manager of any candidate is
entitled to request a recount or an addition.

(2) A request of a recount or an addition must be:
(a) in the prescribed form;
(b) signed by the candidate or business manager; and
(c) served on the returning officer within four days of the date the
returning officer declared the results of the election.

(3) Within four days after receiving a request of a recount or an addition,
the returning officer shall:
(a)  issue a certificate in the prescribed form setting out that the
candidate or the candidate’s business manager, named in the
certificate, has requested a recount or an addition pursuant to this
section;
(b)  present the certificate to a judge of the court and deliver a copy of
the certificate to the candidate or business manager who requested the
recount or addition; and



(c)  apply to the judge to fix the time and place for a recount or an
addition.
(4)  The judge shall, by order, fix a time and place at which the judge
or another judge is to recount or add the votes if the certificate of the
returning officer shows:
(a) that the margin of victory of the candidate declared to be elected is
less than the total number of all unopened ballot envelopes, rejected
ballots and ballots objected to; or
(b) the result to be a tie vote pursuant to section 148.

(7)  If a judge has fixed the time and place for a recount or an addition,
the returning officer shall delay making the return to the writ pursuant to
section 171 until the returning officer receives from the judge a
certificate of the result of the recount or addition.

(8)  The returning officer shall declare the election and make the return
to the writ only when he or she receives the certificate of the judge.

SS 1996, c E-6.01 s156: (1) A candidate or business manager may
apply to a judge of the court for a recount or an addition if:
(a) the candidate or business manager is not entitled to request a
recount or an addition pursuant to section 155; or
(b) the candidate or business manager has made a request for a
recount or an addition and the returning officer fails to comply with
section 155.

(2) An application to a judge must be made within 10 days after the day
on which the returning officer has declared a candidate to be elected,
and must be accompanied by a deposit of $300.

(6)  Within four days after the day that the judge fixes a time and place
for a recount or an addition, the applicant shall serve a true copy of the
judge’s order on the Chief Electoral Officer, the returning officer, the
election clerk and each candidate or business manager.

(8)  The returning officer shall declare the election and make the return
to the writ only when he or she receives the certificate of the judge.

Returning officers are primary certification authority.

Alberta RSA 2000, c E-1 s64: If only one candidate is nominated by the time
nominations close for an electoral division, the returning officer shall
(a) immediately declare that candidate elected,
(b) make the returning officer’s return in the prescribed form to the
Chief Electoral Officer certifying the election of the candidate, and
(c) as soon as possible return to the Chief Electoral Officer the writ of
election and all other election materials.

RSA 2000, c E-1 s137: (3.1) [During the official count of votes], The
returning officer shall



(a) check the deputy returning officer’s Statement of Poll,
(b) make a note in the poll book of every objection to a ballot made by
or on behalf of a candidate and the name of any candidate by or on
whose behalf an objection was made,
(c) number each objection to a ballot in the poll book, place a
corresponding number on the back of the ballot and initial the back of
the ballot,
(d) decide any questions arising out of an objection regardless of
whether a decision was made by the deputy returning officer in the first
instance,
(e) inspect all rejected ballots and decide on the validity of
each ballot regardless of the previous rejection by the
deputy returning officer,
(f) supervise election officers in conducting the official count of the valid
votes,
(g) supervise election officers in reconciling the number of spoiled and
declined ballots, and
(h) complete an official count of the valid votes.

(4) The decision of the returning officer under subsection (3)(d) or (e) is
final, subject only to a judicial recount under this Part.

(5) On completion of the official count of the polls, the returning officer
shall provide to each candidate or each candidate’s official agent a
Certificate and Return in the prescribed form indicating
(a) the number of votes counted for each candidate under this
section,
(b) unless clause (c) applies, the name of the candidate to be declared
elected pursuant to section 138, and
(c) if no candidate can be declared elected because there is an equality
of votes for 2 or more candidates, that the results of the election will be
subject to a judicial recount under this Part.

(6) On complying with subsection (5), the returning officer shall prepare
the prescribed Statement of Official Results and submit it to the Chief
Electoral Officer.

(7) The returning officer shall retain a copy of the Statement of Official
Results for a period of 7 days after submitting it to the Chief Electoral
Officer to allow for a possible judicial recount under this Part.

RSA 2000, c E-1 s138: (1) The returning officer shall
(a) declare elected the candidate who received the largest number of
votes, or
(b) if no candidate can be declared elected because there is an equality
of votes for 2 or more candidates, declare that the results of the election
are subject to a judicial recount under this Part.



(2) After the returning officer declares the candidate elected under
subsection (1), the Chief Electoral Officer shall announce the results of
the official count.

RSA 2000, c E-1 s144: (1) An application may be made to the Court in
accordance with this section for a judicial recount of some or all of the
votes for an election.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (5), an application may only be
made on one or both of the following bases:
(a) that votes were not correctly accepted or ballots were not correctly
rejected;
(b) that a Certificate and Return does not accurately record the number
of votes for a candidate.

(3) An application must be filed not later than 8 days after the date the
Chief Electoral Officer announces the results of the official count under
section 138 and on the filing of the application, the clerk of the Court
shall set the date of the recount not later than the 10th day after the
filing of the application.

RSA 2000, c E-1 s147: (1) On conclusion of a recount, the judge shall
immediately certify the result to the returning officer, who shall, on the
3rd day after the certification submit the results to the Chief Electoral
Officer and,
(a) declare elected the candidate found to have received the largest
number of votes, unless the Chief Electoral Officer and the returning
officer are served with a notice of appeal under section 148(1), or
(b) declare that the results of the election are subject to an appeal
under section 148
(i) if the returning officer is served with a notice of appeal under section
148(1), or
(ii) if no candidate can be declared elected because there is an equality
of votes for 2 or more candidates.

(2) After the returning officer declares the candidate elected under
subsection (1), the Chief Electoral Officer shall announce the results of
the recount.

RSA 2000, c E-1 s148: (1) Any party may appeal to the Court of Appeal
from the decision of a judge of the Court of Queen’s Bench respecting a
recount under section 146 by serving the judge, the parties and the
Chief Electoral Officer and returning officer with a notice of appeal not
later than the 2nd day following the judge’s certification of the result.

(2) The returning officer shall appeal if, after the results of a recount
referred to in section 147, a candidate cannot be declared elected
because there is an equality of votes for 2 or more candidates.



(7) At the conclusion of the appeal, the Court of Appeal shall declare the
results of the election in accordance with its recount and shall issue to
the returning officer a certificate of those results.

(8) On receipt of the certificate of results under subsection (7), the
returning officer shall
(a) declare elected the candidate found to have received the largest
number of votes, or
(b) if no candidate can be declared elected because there is an equality
of votes for 2 or more candidates, declare that no member was elected
for the electoral division.

(9) After the returning officer declares the candidate elected under
subsection (8)(a), the Chief Electoral Officer shall announce the results
of the recount.

(10) No later than 60 days after the Court of Appeal declares the results
of the election under subsection (7), the Court of Appeal shall return the
ballots to the Chief Electoral Officer.

Returning officers are primary certification authority (but CEO
announces results).

British Columbia RSBC 1996, c 106 s61:   (1) Immediately following the end of the
nomination period under section 56, the district electoral officer must
publicly declare the following:
(a) that the nomination period for the election is closed;
(b) that the individuals whose nomination documents have been
accepted for filing are candidates in the election, subject only to a court
order under section 66;
(c) the names of the individuals who are candidates in the election;
(d) if there is more than one candidate for the office to be filled, that an
election by voting is to be held and the general voting day for that
election;
(e) if there is only one candidate for the office to be filled, that the
candidate is elected by acclamation.

(4) In the case of an election by acclamation, as soon as possible after
the declaration, the district electoral officer must return the writ of
election to the chief electoral officer certifying the name of the individual
elected.

RSBC 1996, c 106 s128:   (1) The final count must not take place before
the 13th day after general voting day unless authorized by the chief
electoral officer.

(2) The final count must be conducted at the office of the district
electoral officer unless the district electoral officer gives notice under
subsection (3) that it is to be conducted at another location.



RSBC 1996, c 106 s129:   (1)The final count and the preparations under
section 131 must be conducted by the district electoral officer.

(2)The district electoral officer may be assisted in the final count and
preparations by other election officials and for this purpose may
delegate authority under this Division to those election officials, but on
the final count must personally deal with any ballots or envelopes that
are subject to an objection under section 124 as it applies to section 134
or 135.

RSBC 1996, c 106 s132:  (1) The final count must proceed as follows:
(f)the district electoral officer must prepare a summary of the ballot
accounts prepared on the initial and the final counts;
(g)the results of the election are to be determined on the basis of the
ballot accounts prepared on the initial and final counts.

RSBC 1996, c 106 s137:  (1) At the conclusion of the final count, the
district electoral officer must declare the official election results as
follows:
(a)the results of the final count, as determined under section 132;
(b)the election of the candidate who received the most votes;
(c)if no candidate can be declared elected because there is an equality
of votes for 2 or more candidates, or if the difference between the votes
received by the candidate declared elected and the candidate with the
next highest number of votes is less than 1/500 of the total ballots
considered, that the results of the election are subject to a required
judicial recount under section 139 (5).

(2) The results and election as declared under subsection (1) are final
subject only to a judicial recount under Division 3 of this Part or a
declaration under Part 8.

RSBC 1996, c 106 s138:  (1) After the final count, the district electoral
officer must
(a) seal the ballots and the unopened or resealed certification and
secrecy envelopes in suitable packages, marking each as to its
contents, place the packages in a ballot box and seal the ballot box in
accordance with section 95, and
(b) package all other election materials in accordance with the directions
of the chief electoral officer.

(2) Unless otherwise directed by a court, the district electoral officer
must retain the election materials until the time for bringing an
application for judicial recount has ended or the results of the judicial
recount are determined, as applicable.

(3) At the end of the time referred to in subsection (2), the district
electoral officer must deliver the election materials to the chief electoral
officer in accordance with the directions of the chief electoral officer.



RSBC 1996, c 106 s139:   (1) An application may be made to the
Supreme Court in accordance with this section for a judicial recount of
some or all of the votes on ballots for an election.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (5), an application may only be
made on one or more of the following bases:
(a)that votes were not correctly accepted or ballots were not correctly
rejected as required by the rules of section 123;
(b)that unopened or resealed certification or secrecy envelopes contain
ballots that should be considered;
(c)that a ballot account does not accurately record the number of votes
for a candidate;
(d)that the final count under Division 2 of this Part did not correctly
calculate the total number of votes for a candidate.

(3) The time period during which an application may be made is limited
to the period between the declaration of official election results under
section 137 and 6 days after that declaration.

RSBC 1996, c 106 s142:   (1) A judicial recount must be conducted in
accordance with this section.

(2) Before beginning any consideration of the ballots or envelopes for
which the recount was requested, if the court determines on the basis of
the summary of ballot accounts prepared under section 132 that the
results of a recount, if it were conducted, would not materially affect the
results of the election, the court may declare that the results of the
election are those declared under section 137 and take no further action
under this section.

(5) In conducting a recount, the court must
(a) consider ballots in accordance with sections 122 and 123 and
envelopes in accordance with sections 134 and 135,
(b) confirm or change the ballot accounts in accordance with the
consideration, and
(c) at the completion of the recount, declare the results of the election
as determined in the judicial recount.

RSBC 1996, c 106 s143:  If no appeal of the results of a judicial recount
is commenced under section 144 within the time permitted by that
section, the Supreme Court judge who conducted the recount must
issue to the district electoral officer a certificate of the results of the
election.

RSBC 1996, c 106 s144:   (1) A candidate in the election may appeal
the decision of the Supreme Court under section 142 to the Court of
Appeal in accordance with this section.



(2) An appeal must be commenced by filing a notice of appeal with the
Court of Appeal within 2 days after the results of the judicial recount are
declared under section 142 (5) (c).

RSBC 1996, c 106 s145:   (1) The individuals entitled to be present at
an appeal of a judicial recount are the same as those entitled to be
present at the judicial recount, and other individuals may only be
present if permitted by the Court of Appeal.

(2) On the hearing of the appeal, the Court of Appeal must recount the
ballots that are the subject of the appeal in accordance with section 142.

(3) At the conclusion of the appeal, the Court of Appeal must declare
the results of the election in accordance with its recount and must issue
to the district electoral officer a certificate of those results.

RSBC 1996, c 106 s146:   (1) If no application for a judicial recount is
made, at the end of the period for making such an application, the
district electoral officer must complete the writ of election in accordance
with the results of the election as declared under section 137.

(2) If an application for a judicial recount is made, on receipt of the
certificate of the results of the judicial recount under section 143 or the
appeal under section 145 (3), the district electoral officer must complete
the writ of election in accordance with the results as certified.

(3) If no candidate can be declared elected because 2 or more
candidates have the same number of votes, the writ of election must
indicate that no member was elected for the electoral district and that
the office of the member is vacant.

(4) The district electoral officer must send the completed writ of election
to the chief electoral officer in the manner directed by the chief electoral
officer.

RSBC 1996, c 106 s147:   (1) As soon as possible after the date set for
the return of the writs of election for a general election, the chief
electoral officer must prepare a certified report of the individuals elected
to serve as members of the Legislative Assembly and must deliver this
to the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.

(2) For an election not reported under subsection (1), as soon as
possible after the return of the writ for the election, the chief electoral
officer must prepare a certified report of the individual elected to serve
as member of the Legislative Assembly and must deliver this to the
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.

District Electoral officers are primary certification authority.



Yukon RSY 2002 c 63 s128: If only one candidate has been officially
nominated for an electoral district within the time set for that purpose,
the returning officer
shall
(a) immediately declare the candidate elected;
(b) make a return to the chief electoral officer in the prescribed form that
the candidate is duly elected for the electoral district;
(c) within 48 hours send a certified copy of the return to the person
elected; and
(d) as soon as possible forward to the chief electoral officer the writ of
election and all election material not used or required for use in the
election.

RSY 2002 c 63 s135: If, after a candidate has withdrawn, only one
candidate remains, the returning officer shall return as elected the
remaining candidate in accordance with section 128.

RSY 2002 c 63 s286: If a judge of the Supreme Court
(a) receives an application for a recount from a returning officer
pursuant to section 280; or
(b) receives an application, before the end of the sixth day following the
completion of the official addition, supported by a credible witness, and
the applicant deposits with the clerk of the court the sum of $200 as
security for costs and it is made to appear that
(i) a deputy returning officer in counting the ballots has improperly
counted or improperly rejected any ballots or has made an incorrect
statement of the number of ballots cast for any candidate, or
(ii) the returning officer has improperly conducted the official addition,
the judge shall appoint a time for the recount, which time shall, subject
to section 287, be within four days after the receipt of the application.

RSY 2002 c 63 s299: (1) At the conclusion of a recount, the judge shall
(a) seal all the ballot papers and ballots in the appropriate envelopes;
(b) add the number of ballots cast for each candidate as determined at
the recount;
(c) certify immediately in writing in the prescribed form the result of the
recount to the returning officer; and
(d) deliver a copy of the certificate to each candidate, in the same
manner as the certificate delivered by the returning officer under section
279, which certificate shall be deemed to be substituted for the
certificate previously issued by the returning officer.

(2) On receipt of the judge’s certification under subsection (1), the
returning officer shall declare the election of the candidate for whom the
greatest number of ballots has been cast.

RSY 2002 c 63 s303: Each returning officer, on the seventh day after
polling day, unless before that time the returning officer has received
notice to attend before a judge for the purpose of a recount, and, if there
has been a recount, then immediately afterwards, shall immediately



declare elected the candidate for whom the greatest number of ballots
has been cast by completing the return to the writ in the prescribed
form.

RSY 2002 c 63 s305: A returning officer shall forward to each candidate
a certified copy of the return to the writ.

RSY 2002 c 63 s306: A premature return to the writ shall be deemed
not to have reached the chief electoral officer until it should have
reached the chief electoral officer in due course.

RSY 2002 c 63 s308: The chief electoral officer, on receiving the return
to the writ for any member elected to serve in the Legislative Assembly,
shall immediately advise the Commissioner of the return to the writ and
immediately publish, in the prescribed manner, the name of the
candidate so elected.

Returning officers are primary certification authority.

Northwest
Territories

SNWT 2006 c 15 s95: If there is only one candidate for an electoral
district at 5 p.m. on Friday, the 25th day before polling day for the
election, the returning officer shall, without delay,
(a) complete the return of the writ of election in the approved form,
certifying that the candidate is duly elected by acclamation;
(b) transmit the return of the writ of election to the Chief Electoral Officer
in the manner that he or she may direct; and
(c) forward a copy of the return of the writ of election to the candidate
elected.

SNWT 2006 c 15 s201: (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), a
returning officer shall, without delay, on the ninth day after the day on
which he or she completes the official addition for an election,
(a) complete the return of the writ of election in the approved form,
certifying the identity of the candidate who has received the most votes
cast and certifying that he or she is duly elected;
(b) transmit the return of the writ of election to the Chief Electoral Officer
in the manner that he or she may direct; and
(c) forward a copy of the return of the writ of election to each candidate.

(2) If, under subsection 206(1), a returning officer applies for a recount
that is not completed by the day referred to in subsection (1), he or she
shall not complete the return of the writ of election or certify that a
candidate is duly elected until the returning officer receives from the
judge a certificate of the result of the recount.

(3) If a returning officer receives notice of a recount applied for under
subsection 208(1) that is not completed by the day referred to in
subsection (1), he or she shall not complete the return of the writ of
election or certify that a candidate is duly elected until the returning
officer receives from the judge a certificate of the result of the recount.



(4) If a returning officer completes the return of the writ of election
before the day referred to in subsection (1), the return of the writ is
deemed to be completed on the day it should have been completed.

(5) The Chief Electoral Officer
(a) shall, if the circumstances so require, send a return of the writ of
election back to a returning officer for completion or correction;
(b) shall, if he or she receives a return of the writ of election completed
by a returning officer before the day referred to in subsection (1), delay
compliance with section 202 until the day on which it should have been
completed; and
(c) may send a return of the writ of election back to a returning officer for
completion or correction if it appears to contain an error or if it does not
comply with this Act.

SNWT 2006 c 15 s202: Subject to paragraph 201(5)(b), the Chief
Electoral Officer shall, on receiving a return of the writ of election
certifying that a candidate is duly elected,
(a) sign it and record the date it was received;
(b) place it in the book kept by the Chief Electoral Officer for that
purpose; and
(c) without delay, give notice in the Northwest Territories Gazette of the
name of the candidate elected.

  SNWT 2006 c 15 s203. Without delay after completing the official
addition for a plebiscite, a returning officer shall complete a plebiscite
return in the approved form and transmit it to the Chief Electoral Officer
in the manner that he or she may direct.

SNWT 2006 c 15 s204. (1) The Chief Electoral Officer may, on receiving
a plebiscite return, send it back to a returning officer for completion or
correction if it appears to contain an error or if it does not comply with
this Act.

(2) Subject to subsection (1), the Chief Electoral Officer shall, on
receiving the plebiscite returns from all electoral districts in the plebiscite
district,
(a) conduct the final addition for the plebiscite to determine the number
of votes cast for each response to the plebiscite question; and
(b) complete a plebiscite certificate in the approved form, certifying the
results of the plebiscite.

(3) Subject to subsection (4), the Chief Electoral Officer shall
(a) provide the Commissioner with a copy of the plebiscite certificate;
and
(b) give public notice of the results of the plebiscite in the manner that
he or she considers appropriate.



SNWT 2006 c 15 s206: (1) The returning officer shall, without delay
after the official addition for an election, apply to a judge for a recount of
the votes if, on the official addition, candidates receiving the most votes
are tied, or the number of votes separating the candidate receiving the
most votes from any other candidate is less than 2% of the total number
of votes cast in the electoral district.

(2) The returning officer shall provide written notice to each candidate or
his or her official agent of the application for a recount.

SNWT 2006 c 15 s207: (1) The Chief Electoral Officer may, if he or she
considers it to be in the public interest, apply to a judge for a recount of
votes for one or more electoral districts in the plebiscite district.

(2) An application under subsection (1) must be made within five days
after the date on which the Chief Electoral Officer conducts the final
addition for the plebiscite.

SNWT 2006 c 15 s208: (1) Within five days after the date on which a
returning officer has completed the official addition for an election and
prepared the certificate referred to in subsection 200(1), an elector may
apply to a judge for a recount of the votes on the grounds that
(a) a deputy returning officer has improperly counted or improperly
rejected any ballot or has, in the statement of the poll, made an
incorrect statement of the number of votes cast for a candidate; or
(b) the returning officer has, in the official addition, improperly
determined the number of votes cast for a candidate.

(2) An elector may, within five days after the day the Chief Electoral
Officer gives public notice of the results of a plebiscite under paragraph
204(3)(b), apply to a judge for a recount of the votes for one or more
electoral districts in the plebiscite district, on the grounds that
(a) a deputy returning officer has improperly counted or improperly
rejected any ballot or has, in the statement of the poll, made an
incorrect statement of the number of votes cast for a response to a
plebiscite question;
(b) a returning officer has, in the official addition, improperly determined
the number of votes cast for a response to a plebiscite question; or
(c) the Chief Electoral Officer has, in the final addition for the plebiscite,
improperly determined the number of votes cast for a response to a
plebiscite question.

(4) A judge may, at any time after an application for a recount is made
under this section, terminate the recount on the applicant’s written
request for termination.

SNWT 2006 c 15 s215: (1) At the conclusion of a recount, the judge
shall



(a) seal the unused, spoiled, declined and rejected ballots in separate
envelopes, and seal the ballots cast in favour of each candidate or each
response to a plebiscite question in separate envelopes;
(b) add the number of votes cast for each candidate or each response
to a plebiscite question;
(c) prepare a certificate, in the approved form, stating the number of
votes cast for each candidate or for each response to a plebiscite
question, as determined from the recount;
(d) provide a certificate in respect of a recount for an election to the
returning officer, and a copy to the applicant and to each candidate;
(e) provide a certificate in respect of a recount for a plebiscite to the
Chief Electoral Officer, and a copy to the applicant; and
(f) return all election or plebiscite documents and materials to the Chief
Electoral Officer, Deputy Chief Electoral Officer or a returning officer.

(2) A certificate prepared by a judge under subsection (1) cancels and
replaces the certificate completed by a returning officer under
subsection 200(1) or a certificate completed by the Chief Electoral
Officer under paragraph 204(2)(b).

Returning officers are primary certification authority except for
plebiscite returns, which are certified by the Chief Electoral Officer.

Nunavut S.Nu. c17 s80: (1) If at the close of candidacy there is only one
candidate in a constituency, no election shall be held in the constituency
and the candidate is deemed to be elected by acclamation.

(2) If, as a result of the withdrawal of a candidate before 5:00 p.m. on
the day of the close of candidacy, there is only one candidate remaining
in a constituency and the election is not postponed, no election shall be
held in the constituency and the remaining candidate is deemed to be
elected by acclamation.

(3) Where a candidate has been elected by acclamation, the returning
officer shall
(a) immediately send a return of the writ and an election report, in the
approved form, to the Chief Electoral Officer; and
(b) send a certified copy of the election report to the elected person, no
later than 48 hours after sending it to the Chief Electoral Officer.

(4) The returning officer shall include in the election report to the Chief
Electoral Officer a report of his or her proceedings and of any
declaration of candidacy rejected for non-compliance with this Act.

S.Nu. c17 s148: (1) At the conclusion of a recount, the judge shall
(a) seal all the ballot papers in separate packages;
(b) add the number of votes cast for each candidate as ascertained at
the recount; and
(c) certify the result of the recount, in the approved form.



(2) The judge shall immediately send a copy of the certified result of the
recount to
(a) the candidates;
(b) the returning officer; and
(c) the Chief Electoral Officer.

(3) When considering a recount application, the judge may
(a) dismiss the application;
(b) terminate the application on request in writing by the applicant; or
(c) repealed, S.Nu. 2011,c.17,s.38(b);
(d) decide any other matter relating to the application.

S.Nu. c17 s149: (1) If the judge certifies that one candidate obtained a
higher number of votes than any other, the returning officer shall declare
that candidate elected in the return of the writ.

(2) If the judge certifies a tie in the number of votes, the Chief Electoral
Officer shall order that a new election be held.

S.Nu. c17 s152: (1) Where a judge omits, neglects or refuses to comply
with this Act in respect of a recount, any party aggrieved may, within
eight days after the recount, make an application to the Court of Appeal.

S.Nu. c17 s153: (1) The returning officer shall declare as elected the
candidate who obtained the greatest number of votes in the return of the
writ, which is inscribed on the back of the writ of election.

(2) The return of the writ must be made not later than (a) seven days
after certifying the vote count in the election report; or (b) the day the
certificate of any recount is received by the returning officer.

(3) The returning officer shall send the return of the writ to the Chief
Electoral Officer as soon as it is complete.

(4) The Chief Electoral Officer may return to the returning officer a return
of the writ that was sent prematurely or that contains errors and, in such
a case, the returning officer shall diligently remedy any defect as
directed by the Chief Electoral Officer.

(5) Upon receipt of a return of the writ in due form prepared by the
returning officer, the Chief Electoral Officer shall, in the order in which
the returns are received,
(a) register the name of the elected candidate in the register kept for this
purpose; and
(b) give notice of the election result in the Nunavut Gazette.

(6) Where a returning officer receives notice of a recount, the returning
officer shall delay sending the return of the writ until the returning officer
has received the certified results of the recount from the judge.



Returning officers are primary certification authority


